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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 31 August 
2006. 

2. Claims 30, 39, and 48 are cancelled. 

3. Claims 1-29, 31-38, 40-47, and 49-55 are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, , filed on 31 August 2006, have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. The last Final Office Action has been withdrawn. Upon updating 
search, the new Office Action is as follows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 1 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-29, 31-38, 40-47, and 49-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Ohmura U.S. Patent application publication # 2006/0114339 A1. 

7. As to claim 1 , Ohmura substantially teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
communication system (Fig. 1) including: 

a communication network (Fig. 1)\ and 
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a plurality of terminal devices (Fig. 1, device 2) connectable to said communication 
network (broadcasting network) for transmitting and receiving an information item (Fig. 
1, message) through said communication network; 

wherein said communication system includes a table (Figs. 34-39; 43-45, folder) which 
provides at least one retrieval condition and for each said retrieval condition at least one 
corresponding identifier for an image file to be displayed, so as to enable said terminal 
devices to detect in said information item said at least one retrieval condition and if the 
retrieval condition is detected to display said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; 
[0302]-[0311]). 

As to claim 2, Ohmura teaches wherein each retrieval condition in said table 
comprises a key object (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

8. As to claim 3, Ohmura teaches wherein each said key object comprises at least 
one object selected from the group consisting of key words and key marks (Figs. 34-39; 
43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

9. As to claim 4, Ohmura teaches wherein said table includes designating data 
which designate data for displaying said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; 
[0302]-[0311]). 

10. As to claim 5, Ohmura teaches wherein said table includes necessary data for 
displaying said information item with said at least one corresponding identified image or 
sound file (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 
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11. As to claim 6, Ohmura teaches wherein said table is editable (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; 
paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

12. As to claim 7, Ohmura teaches wherein said table is transferable through said 
communication network (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261 ]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

13. As to claim 8, Ohmura teaches wherein said information item comprises an e- 
mail (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

14. As to claim 9, Ohmura teaches wherein said e-mail has at least an attached file 
(Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[031 1]). 

15. As to claim 10, Ohmura teaches wherein said table is stored in a memory of said 
terminal device (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

16. As to claim 1 1 , Ohmura teaches, wherein said table is open on a server 
computer on said communication network, so as to enable said terminal device to 
download said table from said server (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; 
[0302]-[0311]). 

17. As to claim 12, Ohmura teaches wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a first function block for performing said retrieval under said retrieval condition with 
reference to said table (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311])\ 
and 

a second function block for displaying said information item in accordance with said at 
least one corresponding identified image file (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]- 
[0291];[0302]-[0311]). 
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18. As to claim 13, Ohmura teaches wherein each of said terminal devices further 
includes: 

a third function block for transmitting and receiving said table through said 
communication network (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261 ]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

19. As to claim 14, Ohmura teaches wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a processing unit (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311])\ and 

a memory accessible by said processing unit, and said memory storing a computer 
program (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]) comprising the 
steps of 

means for performing said retrieval under said at least one retrieval condition with 
reference to said table (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311])\ 
and 

means for displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; 
[Q302]-[Q311]). 

20. As to claim 1 5, Ohmura teaches transmitting and receiving said table through 
said communication network ((Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291J; [0302]- 
[0311]). 

21 . Claim 16 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

22. Claims 17-24 have similar limitations of claims 2-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-9. 
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23. Claims 25-28 have similar limitations of claims 1 2-1 5; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 1 2-1 5. 

24. Claim 29 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

25. Claims 31-37 have similar limitations of claims 2, 4-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2, 4-9. 

26. Claim 38 corresponds to the method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

27. Claims 40-46 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 

28. Claim 47 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

29. Claims 49-55 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

30. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

31. Claims 1-29, 31-38, 40-47, and 49-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Manolis et al. US patent # 6,583,799 B1 in view of Ohmura 
U.S. Patent application publication # 2006/0114339 A1. 

32. As to claim 1 , Manolis discloses a communication system (Fig. 7) including: 
a communication network (Fig. 7)\ and 

a plurality of terminal devices (Fig. 1, computer users) connectable to said 
communication network for transmitting and receiving an information item (email or 
message) through said communication network (col. 6, lines 36-43)] 

However, Manolis does not disclose wherein said communication system 
includes a table which provides at least one retrieval condition and for each said 
retrieval condition at least one corresponding identifier for an image file to be displayed, 
so as to enable said terminal devices to detect in said information item said at least one 
retrieval condition and if the retrieval condition is detected to display said information 
item with said at least one corresponding identified image file. 

In the same field of endeavor, Ohmura discloses in the figures 34-39 and 43-45 a 
table which provides at least one retrieval condition and for each said retrieval condition 
at least one corresponding identifier for an image file (image file ID) to be displayed, so 
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as to enable said terminal devices to detect in said information item said at least one 
retrieval condition and if the retrieval condition is detected to display said information 
item with said at least one corresponding identified image file (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43- 
45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Ohmura's teachings of a 
able including retrieval conditions associated with image identifiers (Ohmura, Figs. 34- 
39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]) with the teachings of Manolis for 
the purpose of minimizing user's time, effort and expense (Ohmura, col. 3, lines 15-21; 
col. 4, lines 101-17). 

33. As to claim 2, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein each retrieval condition in said 
table comprises a key object (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261J-[0291]; 
[0302]-[0311]). 

34. As to claim 3, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein each said key object 
comprises at least one object selected from the group consisting of key words and key 
marks (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

35. As to claim 4, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein said table includes designating 
data which designate data for displaying said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]- 
[0291];[0302]-[0311]). 

36. As to claim 5, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein said table includes necessary 
data for displaying said information item with said at least one corresponding identified 
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image or sound file (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]- 
[0311]). 

37. As to claim 6, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein said table is editable (Ohmura, 
Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

38. As to claim 7, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein said table is transferable 
through said communication network (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261 ]- 
[0291];[0302]-[0311]). 

39. As to claim 8, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein said information item 
comprises an e-mail (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]- 
[0311]). 

40. As to claim 9, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein said e-mail has at least an 
attached file (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

41 . As to claim 10, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein said table is stored in a 
memory of said terminal device (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; 
[0302]-[0311]). 

42. As to claim 1 1 , Ohmura teaches, wherein said table is open on a server 
computer on said communication network, so as to enable said terminal device to 
download said table from said server (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]- 
[0291];[0302]-[0311]). 

43. As to claim 12, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
includes: 
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a first function block for performing said retrieval under said retrieval condition with 
reference to said table (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]- 
[0311])] and 

a second function block for displaying said information item in accordance with said at 
least one corresponding identified image file (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs 
[0261]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]). 

44. As to claim 13, Manolis-Ohmura discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
further includes: 

a third function block for transmitting and receiving said table through said 
communication network (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261 ]-[0291]; [0302]- 
[0311]). 

45. As to claim 14, Ohmura teaches wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a processing unit (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]- 
[0311])\ and 

a memory accessible by said processing unit, and said memory storing a computer 
program (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261 ]-[0291]; [0302]-[0311]) 
comprising the steps of 

means for performing said retrieval under said at least one retrieval condition with 
reference to said table (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]-[0291]; [0302]- 
[0311])] and 
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means for displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]- 
[0291];[0302]-[0311]). 

46. As to claim 15, Manolis-Ohmura discloses transmitting and receiving said table 
through said communication network (Ohmura, Figs. 34-39; 43-45; paragraphs [0261]- 
[0291];[0302]-[0311]). 

47. Claim 16 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

48. Claims 17-24 have similar limitations of claims 2-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-9. 

49. Claims 25-28 have similar limitations of claims 12-1 5; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 12-15. 

50. Claim 29 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

51 . Claims 31-37 have similar limitations of claims 2, 4-9; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2, 4-9. 

52. Claim 38 corresponds to the method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

53. Claims 40-46 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 

54. Claim 47 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 
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55. Claims 49-55 have similar limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Hai V. Nguyen . 
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